
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
June 5, 2020 
 
 
Dear Orland School District 135 Community, 
  
The events of the last few months in our country’s history could fill an entire textbook. The life-altering                  
events of the COVID-19 pandemic forced us to evaluate our interaction with each other and how we                 
live our lives as a community of neighbors. The tragic death of Mr. George Floyd while in police custody                   
has sent a shockwave of emotions throughout the United States. His death forces all of us to examine                  
the very challenging and complex issues of race, the role of law enforcement, and the meaning of civic                  
engagement. 
  
The tests we face in these difficult times impact us as people, as family members, and as a society.                   
There are no easy answers or solutions, nor does a speedy resolution for any of the issues we face                   
appear to be at hand. Moving forward requires each of us to rise to the demands of the day. From                    
social distancing to necessary conversations, now more than ever communicating with each other,             
listening to the voices of our neighbors, and learning to expand our understanding is vital. 
  
As an organization, we are dedicated to education, even in the most difficult of times. While we don’t                  
know what the future holds, we do know that the teachers, staff, and administrators of Orland School                 
District 135 are committed to each of our students. No test is so overwhelming that it overshadows our                  
desire and ability to give our students the best possible education. Part of that education will be a                  
continued focus on equality and having age appropriate open and honest conversations about racism.  
  
As we put into place plans for the coming school year, we are attentive to how the events of today may                     
impact the future. Our commitment to each of you is to keep you fully informed of what steps we are                    
taking and how we plan to forge ahead. Education is a life-long journey that must continue, even in                  
these unlikely times. 
  
We are incredibly proud of how each member of the extended Orland School District family has                
comported themselves during this moment that is unprecedented in our lifetimes. We speak for all of                
our employees when we say we look forward to continuing our service to the noble mission of                 
educating the next generation. 
  
With respect, 
  
Mrs. Linda Peckham-Dodge Mr. John Bryk 
President, Board of Education Superintendent 
 
 

 


