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Overview
Recognizing the integral part that schools play for our students, staff and families, Orland School
District 135 is committed to providing full-day in-person learning to our students for the
2021-2022 school year.
Throughout our planning for the new school year, we kept in-person learning in a safe
environment for students and staff our primary goal. Reflecting on our experiences and
referencing information and guidance provided by the Center for Disease Control (CDC), Illinois
Department of Public Health (IDPH), Illinois School Board of Education (ISBE), and the Cook
County Department of Public Health (CCDPH), we designed a plan with a focus of meeting the
needs of our families and staff. As information, guidance and data changes, components of this
plan will adjust accordingly. It is our hope that through ongoing monitoring, we will be able to
maximize the amount of time students are in school as well as provide our community with as
much advance notice as possible when necessary changes are needed.
Arrival/Dismissal
All schools will make every attempt to minimize crowding at drop-off and pick-up times. We ask
all stakeholders to cooperate with school personnel and follow each building’s prescribed plan.
We anticipate the number of students who utilize bus service this year will be lower than normal.
As a result, parents should expect longer wait times. Building principals will provide drop-off
and pick-up line procedures prior to the start of the school year. Buildings may utilize signage
and other visual cues to direct traffic flow and encourage physical distancing for students and
staff.
Classroom Instruction
Instruction will consist of all students attending a full-day of school each day in their respective
school buildings. Students will receive regular instruction in all subjects. Teachers will use
various methods to assess students' needs at the beginning of the school year and plan instruction
based on these assessments. Small group instruction will take place, while maintaining physical
distancing for students and staff, as much as possible. Classroom teachers will maintain contact
with students and families during any quarantine period. At-home learning will only be
available to students who are required to quarantine or isolate due to COVID-19.
If a student is medically ineligible/unable to attend in-person school, parents/guardians can work
with their medical doctor to apply for homebound instruction. The Illinois State Board of
Education's application form is available on the ISBE website or click here. Please submit the
completed form to your building principal.
Early Childhood through Fifth Grade
● All student support services will be provided, in compliance with ISBE, IDEA and OSEP.
● Students will be assessed to determine levels of readiness
● Students will be assessed on emotional well-being
● Academic blocks will allow for transitional and sanitation procedures
Page 3

○ Students will wash hands or use sanitizer upon entering school and starting each
day as well as after other high-volume transitions, and entering or exiting the
school.
● Performing music sectional instruction for band and orchestra will resume with PPE and
sanitization procedures in place.
● Students will participate in lessons from Second Step, Panorama, and classroom activities
conducive to self-management, self awareness, responsible decision making, relationship
building, sense of belonging, and teacher-student relationships.
● It is recommended that teachers provide assigned seating for students and require
students to remain in these seats to the greatest extent possible.
Sixth through Eighth Grade
● All student support services will be provided, in compliance with ISBE, IDEA and OSEP.
● Students will be allowed to carry backpacks in order to limit the need for frequent stops
at lockers during passing periods.
● Students will participate in social-emotional check-in with teachers, along with Second
Step, Panorama, and classroom activities conducive to self-management, self awareness,
responsible decision making, relationship building, sense of belonging, and
teacher-student relationships.
● Physical Education - Students will not use the locker room or change for Physical
Education. Students will participate in activities that provide social distancing and masks
when indoors.
● Performance Music - students participating in band will resume utilizing PPE,
sanitization and distancing. It is recommended that teachers provide assigned seating for
students and require students to remain in these seats to the greatest extent possible.
Cleaning and Sanitization
Custodial staff will conduct additional cleaning daily using approved sanitation equipment and
supplies. The District will follow cleaning recommendations per the CDC, IDPH, and local
health departments.
Emergency cleaning will occur in situations where a known case of COVID-19 is connected to a
district building. If a school needs to be closed to provide time for proper cleaning and
sanitation, or contact tracing, the length-of-closure will be communicated to all students,
families, and staff. In the event a school is closed on a regular scheduled school day, students
will attend school remotely.
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Close Contact
Classroom/School Setting
A close contact is someone that is three feet or less of an infected person. Contacts within three
to six feet of an infected individual do not require quarantine as long as both individuals were
consistently masked.
Fully vaccinated close contacts without symptoms do not need to quarantine.
Outside of Classroom
Individuals not fully vaccinated who are within 6 feet of an infected person for a cumulative total
of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period.
Extra-Curricular Activities & Athletics
The District plans on returning to all regularly scheduled extracurricular activities and Southwest
Interscholastic Conference (SWIC) competitions.
Currently, all indoor activities and sports participants are required to wear a mask regardless of
vaccination status. Students are not required to wear a mask for outdoor activities. The District
will revisit mask requirements as soon as the health authorities make changes to their
requirements.
Face Coverings
Governor JB Pritzker signed an Executive Order that requires that masks be worn indoors by all
teachers, staff, students, and visitors to Pre-K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status. We
will revisit mask requirements as soon as the health authorities make changes to their
requirements. Masks are not required to be worn outdoors unless students are in close proximity
for an extended period of time.
Field Trips
Although field trips provide memorable and educational experiences for students, effective
physical distancing in an uncontrolled environment becomes difficult. All field trips will be
evaluated by building principals. Specific guidelines for a field trip will be determined by the
building administration and will be communicated to students and parents.
Hallway/Passing Periods/Transition Periods
District 135 buildings will maintain at least three feet of physical distance as much as possible
within classrooms and the school setting. To help students avoid close contact, students will
transition between class periods with their belongings contained in their backpacks without
stopping at lockers. We will revisit locker usage possibilities as the school year progresses. In
our elementary schools, signage and physical designations will remain in place to show students
where to stand when waiting to enter a classroom or washroom. In all of our schools, signs and
markings will remain in place to direct students in walking patterns through hallways and
promote physical distancing wherever possible.
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Health Protocols
Students and staff should stay home when they are showing COVID-19 symptoms, have tested
positive for COVID-19, or have recently had “close contact” with a person with COVID-19,
including any household member. Parents must ensure their children are symptom free before
sending them to the bus stop or to school. A daily health certification form is no longer required.
Students and staff should stay home if there are signs of any infectious illness and see a doctor as
soon as possible.
The current COVID-19 symptom list includes:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Fever (100.4°F or higher)
New onset of moderate to severe headache
Shortness of breath
New cough
Sore throat
Vomiting
Diarrhea
New loss of sense of taste or smell
Fatigue from unknown cause
Muscle or body aches

*Note: Symptoms considered as new onset are those that are not attributed to allergies or a
pre-existing condition.
Hygiene
Signs will be posted throughout each building to remind students and staff of good hygiene
habits and other preventative measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Hand washing,
avoiding touching the face, eyes, nose, or mouth and abstaining from physical contact including
handshakes and high fives are important steps a person can take to avoid becoming sick or
spreading germs to others. If soap and water are not readily available, students and staff should
use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. Reinforcing healthy habits regarding
handwashing is expected, guidance can be found on the CDC website at cdc.gov/handwashing.
Key times for handwashing include:
● Start of the school day
● Before eating
● After using the restroom
● After blowing nose, coughing, or sneezing
● After using shared equipment
Locker Usage
Due to the proximity of lockers to one another, physical distancing practices become difficult to
implement/enforce. Hallway and PE lockers will not be utilized until further notice. As was the
case last school year, students will be able to bring backpacks into classrooms. We will revisit
locker usage possibilities as the school year progresses.
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Lunch
Student usage of the cafeteria will be one of the most challenging events during the school year.
Due to the size of each school’s cafeteria and the number of students enrolled, it will be difficult
to maintain physical distancing with normal lunch procedures. As a result, schools will employ
various practices to facilitate the operations of the cafeteria area. Principals will communicate
specific lunchroom procedures with the parents and students.
The District will participate in the Seamless Summer Option (SSO) which is a subprogram of the
School Nutrition Program. In order to assist schools in serving meals during the COVID-19
pandemic, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has allowed for a modification
to traditional participation in the School Nutrition Programs. During the 2021-22 School Year,
the USDA will allow for schools to participate in the SSO program. The largest benefit this
program provides is that meals will be provided to all students at no charge.
Throughout the school year, some of the following strategies may be utilized:
● Grab and go meals (eliminates self-serve food items and utilizes disposable utensils)
● Assigned seating
● Visual cues placed throughout the cafeteria to control traffic flow
● Prohibit food sharing
● Sanitation station availability in all cafeterias
● PPE provided for all food service staff
● Dining in classrooms or specified areas in the building such as the gymnasium, large
rooms, and outdoor areas for lunch to aid in physical distancing protocols
Nurse Office
Each school will designate a room or space separate from the nurse’s office where students with
COVID-19 symptoms are evaluated and/or are waiting to be picked up by a parent/guardian.
Only essential staff with proper PPE assigned to the room may enter. A record of all persons who
entered the room will be kept, and the room will be disinfected throughout the day based on use.
Strict physical distancing is required and all students in this area are required to wear a face
covering. If a parent/guardian is requested to pick up their child due to COVID-19 symptoms,
they should notify the school’s main office when they are in the parking lot. Students who are ill
will be walked out of the building to their waiting parent/guardian.
Physical Distancing
All schools will maintain at least three feet of physical distance between students within
classrooms and the school setting as much as possible.
Quarantine / Isolation
If students are required to quarantine/isolate, based on the IDPH and CCDPH guidelines,
students will receive live instruction through Zoom during the quarantine period. Full time
building substitutes will collaborate with classroom teachers and provide instruction through
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Zoom with students. Classroom teachers will maintain contact with students and families during
the quarantine period.
At-home learning will only be available to students who are required to quarantine or isolate due
to COVID-19.
Isolation (positive case): Isolate at home for 10 days from onset of symptoms or positive test
Quarantine Options (close contacts):
1. Ten days after last exposure to positive case with universal masking at all times
2. Seven days after last exposure to positive case with negative PCR COVID-19 test taken
no earlier than Day Six, with universal masking at all times
3. See Test to Stay option below
Recess
Recess is an important part of the school day for our elementary students. Outdoor recess may
be staggered to comply with physical distancing requirements. Equipment will be cleaned on a
daily basis.
Room Configuration/Set-up
Classrooms should be arranged to maximize student desk space to increase capacity while
maintaining physical distancing. Non-essential items should be removed to allow more space
between students and aid in cleaning efforts. Desks should be arranged in configurations that
decrease face-to-face interaction to reduce transmission opportunities. In order to assist in
potential contact tracing situations, assigned seating will be mandatory in all classrooms this
school year.
Safety Drills
Even during a pandemic, it is still important and required by law to prepare and drill for potential
emergencies. Schools will exercise caution with all safety drills.
Sanitation Stations
Hand sanitizer will be provided at school entrances and in all classrooms.
School Calendar
Our District will follow the previously approved 2021-22 School Calendar. If the pandemic
prompts a change to the calendar, all families will be notified via phone, email and text. In
addition, an updated calendar will be posted on the district website.
Signage
As during the past school year, the District will place appropriate signage inside and outside of
schools.
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Transportation
CDC’s Order applies to all public transportation including school buses. Everyone is required to
wear face coverings while riding the bus and while boarding and disembarking. Bus windows
will be lowered when weather permits to increase air circulation throughout the bus. Siblings and
members of the same household will be required to sit with each other.
Additional measures that may be used include:
● Enhanced cleaning/disinfecting of each bus prior to start of school
● Wipe down/disinfect common touch points after each route
● Fully disinfect buses at least once per week
● If passenger has been confirmed to have COVID-19 the bus will be immediately taken
out of service and thoroughly disinfected before returning to service
Technology
The Instructional Technology Department will continue to support all users through email or by
phone. The quickest way for parents, students, and staff to receive technical assistance with their
OSD135 issued device is to directly email our building support team, click here for a link to each
building’s email address. When contacting the help desk, be sure to include the student/staff
member name, device type and details about the issue you are experiencing.
Test to Stay Program
When universal masking is required, close contacts are permitted to remain in the classroom as
long as their test results are negative. The free voluntary Test to Stay program tests students at
school at no cost to families on days one, three, five, and seven from the date of exposure using a
rapid antigen test (BinaxNOW). The Test to Stay program is only applicable when both the
COVID-19-confimed student and close contact were engaged in consistent and correct use of
well-fitting masks and the school requires universal indoor masking for all individuals (age 2 and
older), regardless of vaccination status, as recommended by the CDC.
This is a free voluntary program for families that requires parent/guardian consent, which allows
students who are close contacts to stay in school with negative test results. Household exposure
is not eligible to participate in the Test to Stay program.
The District anticipates making this program available mid-September.
Vaccinations
Currently, there is no state mandate to obtain the COVID-19 vaccine. However, the CDC and
IDPH strongly encourage all individuals eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine to be vaccinated.
Eligible students are not required to be vaccinated to attend school.
Ventilation
The American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) continues to
recommend that schools maximize fresh air intake to allow for a maximum amount of air changes per
hour. The amount of fresh air taken in depends on humidity and extreme outdoor temperatures.
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Last year, the District purchased and placed over 400 High-Efficiency Particulate Absorbing (HEPA)
filtration units placed in nearly every room in every school; these will continue to be used on a daily
basis.
RGF Photohydroionization (PHI) cells are also in use in every air handling unit. These devices actively
destroy microorganisms including viruses.

Visitors
Only essential visitors will be permitted in the building during school hours. All visitors will be
required to self-certify upon entering a school building and wear a mask while indoors regardless
of vaccination status.
Water Fountain Usage
Since water fountains are considered “high-touch” areas, water fountains will continue to be
covered. Students are encouraged to bring their own water. Water bottle filling stations can be
utilized and will be cleaned/sanitized on a regular basis.

References:
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12
Schools
IDPH Press Release
Cook County Department of Public Health
ISBE and IDPH CDC Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 Schools
Updated: August 23, 2021
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