Orland School District 135

Report Card
Guide

Orland School District 135 is a community of learners guided by the beliefs that every student can learn when
the entire educational community changes and learns and that staff and students are encouraged to
creatively take risks in teaching and learning. Through working with shareholders in our educational
community, Orland School District 135 developed shared values about the purpose of grades, students, and
learning that compels us to move beyond the traditional, single letter grade system.

Upholding the District’s mission and vision, Orland School District 135 is transitioning to a standards-based
system of reporting students’ performance and progress. The purpose of this transition is to accurately
communicate how students are doing in school and what they are learning.

STANDARDS-BASED REPORTING OF GRADES
Standards-based grading measures the mastery of learning targets. It is based on a specific
set of standards by which student performance is measured in each grade level and content
area. In a standards-based system:
Your child’s performance is measured against the standard, rather than simply being
compared to other students in his or her class.
Academic performance considers the level of consistency, independence, and rigor with
which your child demonstrates his or her learning within a standard.
Reporting separates behaviors such as effort, attendance, participation, timeliness,
cooperation, and attitude, from academics for clear information on academics and
behavior.

TIPS FOR REVIEWING THE REPORT CARD:
Review the report card with your child
Ask your child questions about the content of the report
card; get insights into the learning targets and scores
If you are uncertain about any portion of the report card,
make a note of it, ask your child, and when needed, ask
your child’s teacher
Remember that a “3” designates that your child is
demonstrating learning.
Ask your child’s teacher about the ways to support
learning at home.
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ACADEMIC INDICATORS AND SCORING MARKS
Scores on the report cards and in the grade books are numbers on a scale of 4, 3, 2, 1, or IE or NA. These
scores indicate how your child is doing at that time of the year to be on track for meeting the end of the year
learning standards. A “4” indicates the highest level of proficiency. A “3” as highlighted in the descriptors,
indicates that a student is meeting the grade level expectations at the time of reporting. For an inside look
into how instructional staff members determine the Academic Proficiency Indicators through the Academic
Proficiency-Based Rubric, please view by going to www.orland135.org
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THERE IS NO COMPARISON TO LETTER GRADES
The 4 - 1 scale should not be compared to the traditional A - F grading scale in any way.
A mark of a ‘3’ cannot be considered a ‘B,’ nor should a ‘4’ be considered an ‘A.’
A mark of a ‘3’ shows that your child is demonstrating a solid understanding of what has is being
taught. A mark of a ‘4’ shows that your child has a solid understanding and is able to demonstrate
understanding through multiple examples and greater depth of knowledge or higher order thinking
skills.

IF YOUR CHILD DID NOT RECEIVE A ‘3’:
If your child receives a ‘2’ or a ‘1,’ this means that they are struggling to demonstrate learning of grade level
content. A mark of a ‘2’ means your child may be able to state what is being taught and why, but struggles
or is unable to demonstrate examples of learning. A mark of a ‘1’ means your child may be able to repeat
what is being taught, but cannot demonstrate examples of learning.
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LEARNING SKILLS AND WORK HABITS (BEHAVIOR)
Grades can become confusing when they represent behaviors and academics. Standards-based grading
is about being more clear when reporting behaviors and academics by reporting them separately.
Learning skills, work habits, and behaviors are designated as, ‘EXPECTATIONS’ on the report card. On the
report card, these expectations are separated into four categories. BE RESPONSIBLE, BE RESPECTFUL, BE
ENGAGED, and BE SAFE, are the categories that are described in our Behavior Rubric. In each of these
categories, your child will receive a ‘3,’ ‘2,’ or ‘1’ as a score on the report card. The learning skills, work
habits, and behaviors also reflect the shared values in Orland School District 135’s touchstones.
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STUDENT SUCCESS INDICATORS SCORING MARKS
Students are given marks or scores to show how they are meeting the expectations for learning skills,
work habits, and behaviors.
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**The format of the report card on this guide will be updated and formatted by Skyward.

MORE INFORMATION:
If you have questions or need additional information, the point of contact is your child's teachers or your
school principal or assistant principal. For more information on standards-based grading and family
engagement, please visit www.orland135.org.

Additional information related to standards-based grading can also be found on the Illinois State Board of
Education website at www.ISBE.net

The National PTA website (www.PTA.org) had parent guides to support student success, including an overview
of key concepts your child will learn in literacy and math by grade level. It also contains tips for supporting
learning at home. Another aligned resource is www.corestandards.org, the website for the Common Core
State Standards.

